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S.A. Resolution #13
Dissolving the Research and Accountability Committee

ABSTRACT: This resolution is intended to dissolve the Research & Accountability Committee.
Sponsored by: Morgan Baker 23

Whereas, the Vice President of Research and Accountability position and its respective
committee were created in January 2020 in an effort to increase accountability amongst members
of the Student Assembly and its committees;

Whereas, the Vice President of Research and Accountability and the Research and
Accountability Committee served necessary and important roles at the time of their creation, as
they created an unbiased arm of the Student Assembly tasked with handling matters of internal
Student Assembly affairs and general representative accountability;

Whereas, the Vice President of Research and Accountability position was dissolved in
December 2020, and the Research and Accountability Chair position was thereafter reserved for
a community member;

Whereas, the Research and Accountability Committee fulfilled its purpose of holding Student
Assembly members accountable during its first few months of existence, directly preceding the
onslaught of the pandemic;

Whereas, though the Research and Accountability Committee had its purpose in time, its recent
dysfunction should not be overlooked;

Whereas, the Research and Accountability Committee represents another level of bureaucracy
that impedes meaningful Student Assembly work;

Whereas, there is no longer a shared sense amongst current Student Assembly members that this
committee must continue to exist, as the culture and membership of the Student Assembly has
undoubtedly changed from the committee’s creation to the present day;

Wheteas, current Student Assembly members have largely adopted a new guided philosophy to
refrain from outsourcing research to a committee;
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Whereas, Student Assembly members have the Executive Archivist as a resource to research
historic Student Assembly legislation to support current legislative efforts;

Whereas, each committee and Student Assembly member practices research and accountability
individually or in collective ways;

Be it therefore resolved, that the Research and Accountability Committee will be dissolved
effective immediately;

Be it further resolved, that the Research and Accountability Committee will be reinstated in full
if the Student Assembly deems it necessary to formalize a research and accountability process in
the future;

Be it finally resolved, that “Section 3: Operational Committees” of “Article VI: Committees”
lines 435-459 of the Student Assembly Bylaws be amended as follows:
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Respectfully Submitted,

Morgan Baker 23
Viice President for Finance, Student Assembly

(Reviewed by: EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, PASSED, 08/31/2021)
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