
 
 

Organization Slope Day Programming Board 

2016-2018 Allocation $18.00 

2018-2020 Request $20.00 

Appropriations 
Recommendation 

$19.00 

 
Rationale of the Committee 
 

The Appropriations Committee recommends funding Slope Day Programming Board 
(SDPB) at $19.00 for the 2018-2020 By-Line Funding Cycle. The Committee strongly feels that 
Slope Day is one of the most important student activities funded through the Student Activity Fee 
and that its consistent, high, unique undergraduate attendance (over 10,000) warrants increased 
funding. Slope Day is one of the most looked-forward to events of the year for undergraduate 
students and the ability of the SDPB to maintain the high-quality concerts is in no small part 
dependent on the amount of funding it receives. The Committee also recognizes the intensely 
difficult work that goes into planning such a large-scale event and we are impressed at the level of 
student leadership demonstrated by its officers. SDPB furnished all relevant statistics, financial 
information, and other relevant metrics and has one of the most rigorous, data-driven studies of its 
year-after-year student satisfaction rates. Some organizations that collect this information do not 
distribute those studies to us, and we felt that we were able to make a more informed decision in 
light of these metrics. The Committee would also like to note that we are exceptionally proud to be 
the first iteration of the Appropriations Committee to recommend increasing SDPB’s funding in 
approximately a decade.  
 The Committee granted the $1.00 increase to ease the burden that SDPB faces in procuring 
and preparing breakfast and water bottles. Any amount of money spent on non-concert related 
budget items is money that could have been spent improving the quality of the concert by obtaining 
higher profile, more accomplished artists to perform for students. The additional ∼$14,000 can be 
used to subsidize the breakfasts which in the past were covered by the University and this past year, 
were covered through the Student Assembly’s internal special projects fund.  
 Noting that SDPB does already spend its funding efficiently, the Committee has a few 
recommendations for SDPB on how it can improve. First, the Committee overwhelmingly decided 
to recommend that the ticket prices for non-activity fee paying individuals be increased. We believe 
that the demand for a Slope Day ticket is relatively inelastic because Slope Day is not easily 
substitutable, thus we think that SDPB could raise prices for non-activity fee paying individuals and 
see increased revenues to be diverted to increase direct concert spending. Because not all 
undergraduates who pay the activity fee attend Slope Day, the subsidy per undergraduate attendee 
will be higher than the actual activity fee allocation (per our recommendation, $19.00 per student). 
One possible way to approach pricing is to use the subsidy per estimated undergraduate attendee, 
which approximates the cost to the undergraduate student community per attendee, to serve as a 
baseline when SDPB determines how much to charge non-activity fee paying individuals. Essentially, 



students who pay the activity fee should get significantly better deals than those who purchase their 
tickets a days or weeks in advance. 
 Finally, the Committee hopes that SDPB will continue to consult with the Committee and 
the Assembly when deciding which artists to book for the concert, and we look forward to working 
closely with the SDPB in the near future. We also hope the Assembly joins us in approving this 
increase in SDPB’s allocation so that it can continue to provide excellent concerts for the 
undergraduate student body each year.  
 
Vote Totals 
 
The Committee votes down, from the highest number proposed to the lowest, to give the group the 
advantage. The vote totals from the Committee were as follows: 
 

Amount Vote 
$20.00 3-4-2 
$19.00 6-2-1 

 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Gabe Kaufman 
Vice President for Finance 


